
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(4 March, 2020 – 1 April, 2020)

Item 5a: Ray Wind update: Interviews will be conducted shortly for the role of Community Development Officer for the 
Ray Windfund CIC. The Small Grant Fund is open to applications until 28 April and details can be located at   
https://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/group_grant/funding-for-charitable-activities-within-a-10km-radius-of-the-ray-
wind-farm/ (link on the Parish Council website). Meantime the CIC are working with Vattenfall to determine what 
assistance can be given to individuals, charities and businesses within the catchment area that are impacted by the current 
coronavirus crises.

Item 5b: Road safety in the Parish: There is no update to provide this month. 

Item 5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: I was unable to attend the Steering Group meeting on 11 March and as yet have 
not seen the minutes. I have been made aware that there is a concern over the low number of volunteers for some activities /
projects. Naturally given the current crises all group events and volunteering sessions have been cancelled until further 
notice but any assistance and thoughts how the number of local volunteers can be increased would be welcomed.

Item 5d: Otterburn street lights: I am still awaiting a response from Gavin Barlow regarding the replacement of the 
lights at Bridge End.      

Item 5e: Dog mess bag dispensers and signage: You agreed to purchase the dog mess bag dispenser costing £68.99 plus 
Vat at the March meeting that will replace the broken one on the fence alongside the RTC. I am waiting for this to be 
delivered and will be in touch when I hear more.   

Item 5f: Northumbria Water Treatment Works legacy: The Councillors at Rochester with Byrness have discussed the 
offer from NWL for up to £10,000 as a legacy across the three sites. They are of the opinion that the amount should be split
evenly between the three communities.  You will be asked for your thoughts on this matter.  Meantime I am waiting for an 
update quote as well as additional quotes on flashing speeding lights at either end of the village but this will require funding
from an additional source if you wish to prceed with this project. 

Item 5g: Work at Children’s Play Area: Given the current lock-down and closure of the play area this matter is on hold 
for the time being. 

Item 5h: Maintenance of public seating and possible new seating: The ‘Fastdek’ base has arrived and the ‘handy-man’ 
asked to provide a quote for installation. Due to the current social distancing measures this matter is on hold presently. 

Item 5i: Social media for the Parish Council: There was agreement at the March meeting to proceed with a Parish 
Council facebook page as an additional mechanism for communication with the community.  

Item 5j: Litter picking event, 2020: The event scheduled for 28 March was cancelled.

Item 5k: Condition of railings on road to RTC Sports Centre at entrance of footpath to Brierley Gardens: I am 
waiting an update on progress and timescale for this work by NCC to replace the broken railings.  

Item 5l: Grass cutting in Otterburn, 2020: Speaking to Mr Mowatt the cost for collecting and disposing the grass 
cuttings in the Play Area would exceed the cost £20.00) for the current additional grass cutting in that area. He would need 
to use a different piece of equipment to cut the grass and take time to dispose of the grass. You agreed at the March 
meeting that the cutting frequency for 2020 should be the same as 2019 but will review depending on the weather during 
the summer.  

Item 6b: Payment of invoice to Otterburn Memorial Hall: You be asked to authorise the payment of the invoice for 
£30.00 for three recent meetings. 

Item 6c: Payment of invoice to Earth Anchors Ltd: You have agreed the payment of the invoice for £430.00 plus VAT.

Item 7a: 20/00557/FELTPO: Tree preservation order application for Beech (1) fell: Otterburn Tower Hotel, The 
Kennels, Tower Lane, Otterburn, NE19 1NP: You have reviewed this application and agreed to support. NCC have been
advised.  

Item 7b: 20/00698/FUL: Construction of a publicly accessible landmark, commissioned to commemorate Queen 
Elizabeth II & commonwealth: Land at Cold Law, Kirkwhelpington: You have had chance to review this application 
and agreed to object it. NCC have been advised of your decision.

Item 7c: 19/03982/FUL: Detached dwelling (resubmission): Land north of Cairncroft, Memory Lane, Willow Green,
Otterburn, NE191LL: You have been provided details of this resubmission and appeal made to the Secretary of State 
against the decision of NCC to refuse the application and been asked to provide you comments and decision.

Item 8a: Parish Council activity during the Coronavirus emergency: I have been adding guidance notes, contacts and 
where people can go for assistance on the Parish Council website. I have contacted Social Services and Bellingham Surgery
to be notified where parishioners are needing urgent assistance. Border Reiver are providing a delivery service as are also 
George and Jacqui Jennings for fruit and veg. Bellingham butchers are also providing a delivery service. The Parish 
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Council are also working with Rev Elaine Ryder to help vulnerable and isolated residents and people are encouraged to 
contact the Parish Clerk on either otterburnpc@hotmail.co.uk or 520535 if they or a neighbour requires help.

Item 8b: Condition of notice board at Willow Green entrance: The ‘handy-man’ has been asked to have a look at the 
notice board and provide a quote for the repair. I will share when I have an update.  
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